In 2012, Liberia made a moderate advancement in efforts
10 eliminate the worst forms of child labor. The Government
adopted the International Convention on the Rights of the
Child, raised awareness on its Child Rights Act, conducted
police raids on institutions suspected of engaging in
commercial sexual exploitation of children and expanded
commitments to social programs. However, the Government
has yet to pass into law the Decent Work Bill, including a
hazardous labor list, and enforcement efforts are still lacking.
Children in Liberia continue to engage in the worst forms
of child labor, particularly in dangerous activities in the
agriculture and mining sectors.

Statistics on Working Children and Education

Children Age Percent
Working 5-14 yrs. 16.6 (136,340)
Attending School 5-14 yrs. 75.9
Combining Work and School | 7-14 yrs. 14.0
Primary Completion Rate 66.0
Working Children by Sector, Ages 5-14
Other
1.0%
Services
17.4%
Manufacturing
/ 3.2%

Agriculture
78.4%

Sources:

Primary completion rate: Data from 2011, published by UNESCO Institute for
Statistics, 2013.(1)

All other data: Understanding Children’s Work Project’s analysis of statistics from
LFS, 2010.(2)

Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the
Worst Forms of Child Labor

Children in Liberia are engaged in the worst forms of child
labor, particularly in dangerous activities in the agriculture
and mining sectors. Some children working in agriculture
are engaged in risky activities, including using dangerous

tools and applying harmful pesticides.(3-7) On some rubber

plantations, children are employed to tap rubber trees, clear
brush, and carry buckets, which are considered dangerous
activities. (3, 8, 9)

Children are engaged in mining natural resources, and
although information is limited, it suggests that some children
mine alluvial diamonds.(3, 9-11) Some children are known

to mine gold, engaging in dangerous activities such as digging
trenches with shovels and pick axes and washing gravel. Reports
suggest that some children are also engaged in quarrying

and stone cutting and crushing, though the full scope of the
problem is unknown.(3, 10-14) Children’s work in mining

and quarrying often involves unsafe activities, such as carrying
heavy loads and working long hours.(15)

Liberian children are engaged in the informal sector as vendors,
porters, and construction workers (which may involve breaking
rocks and digging sand), which involve transporting heavy
loads.(11, 12, 16-21) Some children are forced to beg and
engage in illicit activities, such as selling drugs or commercial
sexual exploitation.(11, 22) In the domestic service sector,
children commonly work long hours and are exposed to
exploitative conditions.(11-13, 16) These children may be
required to work long hours, performing strenuous tasks,
without sufficient food or shelter. These children may be
isolated in private homes and are susceptible to physical and
sexual abuse.(23, 24)

In 2012, limited reports indicate that children within Liberia
were recruited from border regions by pro-Gbagbo armed rebel

groups for armed conflict in cross-border raids between Liberia
and Cote d’Ivoire.(25, 26)
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Children are trafficked within Liberia for domestic service and
exploitative labor.(27-29) Children are also trafficked to Liberia
from Sierra Leone, as well as being trafficked from Liberia to
Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea, and Nigeria for domestic service, street
vending, sexual exploitation, agricultural labor, and forced
begging.(29) In addition, during the reporting period, there
were a few isolated reports that some Ivorian refugee girls had
engaged in sex for food and shelter in Liberia.(22)

Between 1990 and 2003, Liberia was engaged in intermittent
internal and regional armed conflict, which resulted in the
displacement of entire communities and the destruction of
the country’s political, economic, and physical infrastructure,
including schools.(30) Due to the level of destruction and
budgetary and resource constraints, the school infrastructure
is still being rebuilt. The limited number of schools in some
areas impedes access to education and increases the risk of
children engaging in the worst forms of child labor.(29, 31, 32)
Furthermore, sexual abuse by male teachers in schools is
reported as a barrier to girls’ education.(33, 34)

There are reports of children working on the streets, but
specific information on hazards is unknown.(11, 22)

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms
of Child Labor

The Labor Law sets the minimum age for work at 16 for the
agriculture sector. The minimum age for work in the industrial
sector is 18.(35) Children younger than age 16 are prohibited
from working during school hours and may only work for
wages if the employer can demonstrate that they are attending
school regularly and have a basic education.(35) According

to the Labor Law, recruiters are permitted to hire children
between ages 16 and 18 for light work in occupations that the
Ministry of Labor determines are not harmful to the children’s
physical and moral development.(8, 35) The Labor Law does
not include any penalties for violations of its child labor

laws, which inhibits prosecution.(12, 35) However, at times,
perpetrators can be prosecuted under the Penal Law’s child
endangerment provision.(36)

The 2011 National Children’s Act prohibits the worst

forms of child labor—including engaging children in illicit
activities, prostitution, pornography, and armed conflict—

and protects children from (non-specified) hazardous
activities.(12, 22, 29, 37) During the reporting period,

the Government disseminated and raised awareness on the
provisions of the Act.(11) Additionally, the Decent Work Bill is
still pending in front of the Senate.(38) The Bill would provide
additional protections for children, including a hazardous

labor list.(11) However, the Bill’s list of hazardous labor is
not comprehensive and does not include all activities that are

prohibited to children younger than age 18.(39)

International Conventions and Selected Laws on Child
Labor and Education

PAYRY C138, Minimum Age No
{{ioY
N | C182, Worst Forms of Child Labor v
CRC 4
CRC Optional Protocol on Armed No
@%’ Conflict
N2 ) :
CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale
of Children, Child Prostitution and No
Child Pornography
/ N\
‘y \‘V Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in
W&y v
Persons
) S
Minimum Age for Work 16
Minimum Age for Hazardous 18
Work
Compulsory Education Age 15
ofmo Free Public Education Yes

The Constitution of the Republic of Liberia prohibits

forced labor, bonded labor, and slavery.(12, 40) The Act to
Ban Trafficking in Persons within the Republic of Liberia
criminalizes internal and international trafficking of children
for the purposes of commercial sexual exploitation and forced
labor.(12, 41) The Act to Amend the New Penal Code Chapter
14 Section 14.70 and to Provide for (the crime of) Gang Rape
prohibits rape, including intercourse with a child younger than
age 18.(42, 43) When enforced, the penalties for violating
these laws are reportedly sufficient to serve as deterrents.(12)
The minimum age for voluntary military recruitment into the

Liberian Army is 18.(44)

The Education Reform Act of 2011 increased the compulsory
age of education from age 12 to age 15. The Act eliminated
the gap between the compulsory education age and minimum
age for work, which is age 16.(13) However, in practice, many
children still pay school fees to attend school, which may
prevent some children from attending school.(13)

During the reporting period, the Government also adopted
the International Convention on the Rights of a Child.(32)
In addition, the African Union Convention for the Protection
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and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (the
“Kampala Convention”) came into force in Liberia. The
Kampala Convention prohibits the recruitment and use of
children in armed conflict, as well as the trafhcking, abduction,

and forced labor of women and children.(45, 46)

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination
and Enforcement

The National Commission on Child Labor (NACOMAL)

is charged with monitoring child labor issues and directing
child labor policies. The commission is headed by the
Ministry of Labor and includes representatives from 16 other
organizations, including NGOs and international and civil
society organizations.(11, 47) The objectives of NACOMAL
include reforming national child labor laws and designing a
national child labor database.(13, 47) In addition, the Child
Protection Network, chaired by the Ministry of Gender and
Development (MOGD), coordinates child protection efforts
through monthly meetings to discuss child protection issues,
including child labor and trafficking. Members of the network
include the Ministry of Labor, the Ministry of Health and
Social Welfare, the Ministry of Justice’s Women and Children
Protection Section (WCPS), the Liberia National Police
Force, civil society organizations and several NGO’s.(11) The
Child Protection Network also is responsible for coordinating
referrals for provision of services to child victims, and receives
support from international and national organizations in
doing so.(13, 48) In addition, the MOGD manages seven
community child welfare committees in different counties
that monitor children’s issues at the community level and also
makes referrals to other organizations.(13)

NACOMAL and other ministries generally perform
preliminary investigations on exploitative child labor cases.(43)
Child labor cases requiring further investigation or possible
prosecution are referred to WCPS. WCPS has approximately
217 investigators.(11) During the reporting period, the
Government performed a number of raids on institutions
suspected of being brothels engaged in commercial sexual
exploitation of children.(49-51) As of February 2013, the
outcome of the raids is unknown.(12) In 2012, WCPS
processed 54 cases of child endangerment, some of which
were child labor cases. Though, none of the child labor cases
were prosecuted, and no additional information on the
number of child labor prosecutions was available at the time
of writing.(11) According to the ILO and other stakeholders,
severe budgetary constraints, a lack of resources (such as
computer equipment), and staff training impede the efforts of
NACOMAL and WCPS to combat the worst forms of child
labor.(11, 29, 43, 52)

Liberia

Liberia has mechanisms in place for monitoring and
prosecuting criminal violations involving the worst forms of
child labor as they relate to trafficking and the use of children
in illicit activities.(12) These include a number of specialized
enforcement mechanisms, such as the Liberian Transnational
Crime Unit, which receives support from UNODC.(53) The
Unit brings together Liberian law enforcement and security
experts from the National Police, National Security Agency,
Customs, Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization (BIN),
and other law enforcement agencies to coordinate responses to
international organized crime.(53) There is also a new Anti-
Trafficking Bureau set up within the WCPS of the LNP. It is
composed of 4 officers who are being mentored by Swedish
UNPOL advisors for the next year.(53)

The Ministry of Justice, through WCPS and BIN, is
responsible for enforcing laws relating to violations involving
the worst forms of child labor including trafficking. The
Government coordinates anti-trafficking activities through the
Anti-Trafficking Task Force, which is chaired by the Ministry
of Labor and includes the Commisioner of BIN, the Liberia
National Police, and representatives from the Ministries of
Justice, Foreign Affairs, and Internal Affairs.(54) During the
year, the Government of Liberia reports making an arrest of

a child trafficker who subsequently escaped captivity.(36, 55)
Reports suggest that the Government did not collect or publish
information on exploitative child labor during the reporting
period.(12)

Government Policies on the Worst Forms of
Child Labor

The Government of Liberia has a number of policy frameworks
that address child labor.(12) The Government has undertaken a
Country Program Action Plan (2008-2012) with UNICEF that
secks to reduce the vulnerability of children to exploitation,
including child labor and child trafficking.(30) The plan calls
for national child labor data collection and analysis, as well as
management capacity building of Liberian institutions, and
includes indicators, targets, and sources of data to measure
progress.(30) However, due to resource and staffing constraints,
the Government did not collect or publish data on child labor
during the reporting period, which hinders enforcement and
policy implementation efforts.(12, 43, 56) The Government

is currently designing a National Action Plan under the Anti-

Trafficking Law.

During the reporting period, the Governments of Sierra Leone
and Liberia signed a joint agreement to curb illegal cross-
border activities between their two countries, such as human
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trafhicking and illicit mining.(57) No additional information
is available about the Plan or the Agreement at the time of
writing,

The Government of Liberia has included child labor issues in
other development agendas and social policies. The United
Nations Development Assistance Framework for Liberia (2008-
2012) tasks the Government with reforming national labor
laws in accordance with ILO Conventions and assisting in the
implementation of child labor policies.(58) The Framework
promotes youth empowerment and improving access to quality
education.(58) The Government’s Poverty Reduction Strategy
(2008-2011), still relevant during the reporting period,
recognizes the link between household income and child labor
and highlights the importance of protecting children from
physical, psychological, and sexual abuse.(59)

Liberia’s National Social Welfare Policy prioritizes the
development of action plans and policies that target children
engaged in exploitive labor and child trafficking.(60) The
Government has a National Employment Policy that aims

to provide vocational training for youth.(61) The Liberian
National Youth Policy of 2008 and revamped in 2012
identified as priority target groups for assistance children
working in the informal sector, children living and working
in the streets, and children associated with armed groups.(62)
However, the National Youth Policy for Liberia has not been
formally adopted as of the writing of this report and its status
is unclear.(43) Additionally, the Government of Liberia has a
National Youth Policy Action Plan, which provides youth of
legal working age with training in entrepreneurship skills and
links to business mentoring programs and cooperatives.(63)
The Rubber Industry Master Plan (2010-2040) prioritizes the
development of the rubber industry and includes provisions
for improving workers’ standard of living, access to credit, and
children’s access to education.(64)

The Government has an Education for All Policy (2010-
2013) that aims to provide universal primary education by
2015. The Ministry of Education has an Education Sector
Plan (2010-2020) that aims to improve the education
infrastructure, as well as the access to and quality of primary
education.(65) The Ministry of Education has a 5-year Plan
(2010-2014) to provide education to vulnerable children
affected by HIV/AIDS. (66) During the reporting period,
the President also endorsed the New Deal Trust policy

that commits the Government of Liberia to improving the
efficiency and effectiveness of its key ministries, such as the
Ministries of Finance, Health, and Education.(67) In addition,
in the new 2030 Vision policy document (2012-2017), the

Government of Liberia outlines its goal to become a middle
income country by 2030, by increasing focus on education and

livelihoods. (68, 69)

While the child protection, livelihoods, and education policies
noted above address some child labor concerns, the impact of
these policies on child labor has yet to be assessed.(43)

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the
Worst Forms of Child Labor

During the reporting period, President Sirleaf spoke out
against child labor and extolled the benefits of education.(70)
The President passed a 2012 fiscal year National Budget of
an estimated $672 million; of this amount, $69 million was
allocated for education and an additional $20 million was
allocated for youth development.(71, 72) In addition, the
Government continued to implement the $175 million,
multi-donor funded Liberia Agriculture Investment Program
(2011-2015), which aims to enhance household livelihoods
in the agriculture sector by building linkages with markets
and improving rural infrastructure, which may have a positive
impact on reducing exploitative child labor.(73)

The Government of Liberia started participating in the
USDOL-funded, 4-year, $6 million project to combat child
labor in the rubber sector.(74) The project aims to withdraw
and prevent 10,100 children from engaging in the worst forms
of child labor by providing education, as well as providing
livelihoods support to 3,700 vulnerable families. The project is
implemented in collaboration with local rubber industries.(74)
The Government also cooperated with a USDOL-funded

$1.4 million grant for research on forced labor in the rubber
sector, which ended in March 2012.(75) The Government of
Liberia participated in two regional USDOL-funded projects,
including a 4-year, $7.95 million regional project and a 3-year,
$5 million regional project, both of which assisted ECOWAS
member countries in strengthening regional efforts to combat
the worst forms of child labor. In 2012, with the assistance of
the two regional projects, ECOWAS developed a draft Regional
Plan of Action for the elimination of child labor. (76, 77)

In addition to the two regional projects, USDOL funded a
global, 4.5-year, $6.7 million project worked with the Liberian
Government to build national capacity to collect and analyze
child labor data.(78) The Government also continued to
participate in the USDOL-funded, 4-year Global Action
Program on Child Labor Issues Project, which is active in
approximately 40 countries. In Liberia, the project aims to
build the capacity of the national government and develop
strategic policies to address the elimination of child labor and

forced labor.(79)
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Save the Children, with participation of the Government

of Liberia, supported a drop-in center in Monrovia, which
provide street children with safe-haven and services.(80) The
Government supported microcredit activities by the Ministry
of Information, Culture Affairs, and Tourism, providing $2.7
million in funds as loan guarantees for small businesses, which
can increase livelihoods and decrease dependence on child
labor.(81) The Government of Germany also pledged funds to
support Government efforts to build national police capacity

and build schools.(82)

The Government continued to participate in the UNODC
West Africa Coast Initiative that aims to strengthen

national capacities and cross-border cooperation to address
organized crime, including human trafficking and drug
trafficking. (53, 83) With support from IOM, the Government
provided training to immigration and labor officials during the
year, including on identification and provision of services to
trafficking victims.(29, 84)

The Government of Liberia participates in the EU-funded,
$3.1 million Social Cash Transfer Program, which aims to
provide regular payments to poor and “labor constrained”
households in Bomi County, along with other counties. Labor
constrained households include households in which the
majority of household members are unable to work for reasons
such as disability.(85) The program targets 5,000 households,
and each beneficiary household receives between $10 and $25
per month.(85) The Government of Liberia participates in the
USAID-funded, 4-year (ending September 2014) Educating
and Protecting Vulnerable Children in Family Settings Project,
which aims to enhance protection systems for vulnerable
children, including improving access to primary education and

health services.(86)

Liberia continues to participate in the World Bank-funded,
$40 million Fast Track Initiative Grant for Basic Education
project that aims to improve primary education access and
quality.(87, 88) The Government participated in a project
funded by Sahbu, an NGO, that provided educational
scholarships to children.(89) Ending in June 2013, the project
targets over 470,000 direct beneficiaries. The Government of
Liberia continued to implement the World Bank-funded, $6
million Youth Employment and Skills Project that aims to
provide employment opportunities and training to youth.(90)
The Project targets 49,500 direct beneficiaries and is scheduled
to end in June 2013.(90)

During the reporting period, the Government participated
in numerous food security, agriculture and livelihood
improvement programs, which can decrease household
dependency on child labor. For example, the Government
participated in the USDA and USAID-funded Sustainable
Tree Crops Program, which aimed to support cocoa farmers
through training and farmer field schools, and to improve
cocoa production and income in the counties of Bong, Lofa,
and Nimba.(91) The International Fund for Agricultural
Development and the Government of Liberia also signed a
loan agreement during the reporting period for $25 million
to improve food security for 300,000 households under

the Smallholder Tree Crop Project.(92) In addition, the
Government signed for a $15 million credit from the World
Bank to increase access to finance, technologies, and markets
for smallholder tree crop farmers.(93) During the reporting
period, the Governments of Liberia and Japan signed a

food aid agreement worth $8.5 million that aims to build
livelihoods and increase food security in the rice sector in 15
countries.(94) The Government also participates in a U.S.
Government-funded, $75 million Feed the Future Project
that aims to improve the food security and nutrition among
vulnerable populations.(95)

During the reporting period, the Government of Liberia
continued to cooperate with the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees to establish camps and provide essential services to
Ivorian refugees, including children.(96-100) The Government
participated in a World Bank funded Emergency Food
Support for Vulnerable Women and Children Project that
provided school lunches to 310 schools in the counties of
Maryland, Grand Kru, Grand Gedeh, River Gee, and Sinoe,
in Southeastern Liberia.(101) In addition, the Government

of Liberia took a number of steps, such as increasing refugee
camps security and apprehending suspects, to address the issue
of child soldier recruitment by cross-border rebel groups from
Coéte d’Ivoire.(26, 102) As of February 2013, reports conflict
as to whether or not the Government’s steps were sufficient to
address the issue.(26, 103, 104)

The question of whether these education, social protection
and livelihoods programs have had an impact on child labor
has yet to be assessed. In addition, despite government efforts,
the worst forms of child labor continue to be a significant
problem. Current social programs do not match the scope of

the problem.
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Based on the reporting above, the following actions would advance the elimination of the worst
forms of child labor in Liberia:

: Year(s) Action
Suggested Actions Recommended
Laws and Pass law, potentially the Decent Work Bill, which includes a hazardous labor list
Regulations for children younger than age 18, and sufficiently strict penalties for engaging | 2010,2011,2012
in exploitative child labor, in compliance with international standards.
Ensure that the law, potentially through the new Labor Law, includes provisions 2011.2012
that protect children engaged in street work and domestic labor. !
Implement legal provisions that provide for free education. 2012
Coordinationand | Fully fund child labor enforcement mechanisms and prosecution efforts, such
Enforcement as NACOMAL, WCPS, and the Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force and provide 2010, 2011,2012
necessary training for such officials, to enforce child labor laws.
Consistently collect and publish data on violations, citations, investigations, 2010.2011. 2012
and prosecutions for child labor and child trafficking. ' '
Policies Collect (such as through national child labor surveys) and publish data on child 2010.2011 2012
labor and child trafficking, to inform enforcement efforts and policies. ! !
Formally adopt and implement the National Youth Policy for Liberia. 2010, 2011, 2012
Ass§§s the impact that eX|st|n.g chllq protection, livelihoods and education 2010,2011, 2012
policies may have on addressing child labor.
Social Programs | Assess and evaluate the impact that existing education, social protection, and
- . . 2010, 2011,2012
livelihoods programs may have on addressing child labor.
Increase the scope of existing social programs to reach more children at risk of | 2009, 2010, 2011,
and engaged in the worst forms of child labor. 2012

REFERENCES 5. Government of Liberia. Report on the Liberia Labour Force Survey 2010.
Washington, DC; February 2011. heep://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-
1. UNESCO Institute for Statistics. Gross intake ratio to the last grade of primary. databases/ WCMS_156366/lang--en/index.htm.
Total.; accessed February 4, 2013; http://www.uis.unesco.org/Pages/default. 6. International Labour Office. Children in hazardous work: What we know, What we
aspx?SPSLanguage=EN. Data provided is the gross intake ratio to the last grade need to do. Geneva, International Labour Organization; 2011. http://www.ilo.org/
of primary school. This measure is a proxy measure for primary completion. wemsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/
For more information, please see the “Children’s Work and Education Statistics: wems_155428.pdf. While country-specific information on the dangers children
Sources and Definitions” section of this report. face in agriculture is not available, research studies and other reports have
2. UCW. Analysis of Child Economic Activity and School Attendance Swatistics from documented the dangerous nature of tasks in agriculture and their accompanying
National Household or Child Labor Surveys. February 5, 2013 Reliable staristical occupational exposures, injuries and potential health consequences to children
data on the worst forms of child labor are especially difficult to collect given the working in the sector.
often hidden or illegal nature of the worst forms. As a result, statistics on children’s 7. International Labour Office. Farming, International Labour Organization,
work in general are reported in this chart, which may or may not include the [online] January 31, 2012 [cited October 26, 2012]; heep://www.ilo.org/ipec/
worst forms of child labor. For more information on sources used, the definition areas/Agriculture/ WCMS_172416/lang--en/index.htm.
of working children and other indicators used in this report, please see the 8. U.S. Embassy- Monrovia. reporting, January 20, 2009.
“(;hildren’s Work and Education Statistics: Sources and Definitions” section of 9. Institute for Human Rights and Business. Submission to the United Nations
this report. Human Rights Council: Universal Periodic Review Session 9: Liberia. London; April
3. U.S. Department of State. “Liberia,” in Country Reports on Human Rights 2010. hetp://www.ihrb.org.
Practices- 2012. Washington, DC; April 22, 2013; http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/ 10. Awoko Organization. “Liberian youths trapped in alluvial mining.” awoko.org
hrrpt/humantightsreport/index hum#wrapper. [online] 2011 [cited December 20, 2012]; htp://www.awoko.org/2011/10/05/
4. Government of Liberia, Macro International. Liberia Demographic and Health liberian-youths-trapped-in-alluvial-mining/.
Surv?y 2007. Monrovia; 2008. http://www.measuredhs.com/pubs/pub_details. 11. U.S. Embassy- Montovia. reporting, February 6, 2013.
cfin?id=791. 12. U.S. Embassy- Monrovia. reporting, January 26, 2011.

n UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR'S BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL LABOR AFFAIRS




20.
21.
22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
27.
28.

29.

30.
31.
32.
33.

34.

35.

Liberia

. U.S. Embassy- Monrovia. reporting, January 19, 2012.
. Defense for Children International. Alternative Report on Liberia. Monrovia;

February 2012. http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=27824.

. U.S. Embassy- Monrovia official. E-mail communication to USDOL official.

April 16, 2013.

. International Rescue Committee. Countering Youth and Child Labour Through

Education (CYCLE). Project Document. Washington, DC; August 2007.

. Women's Refugee Commission. Dreams Deferred: Educational and Skills-building

Needs and Opportunities for Youth in Liberia. New York; February 16, 2009. www.
crin.org/docs/liberia_youth_report_2009_final.pdf.

. Amnesty International Annual Report 2011- Liberia. Amnesty International

Annual Report 2011 - Liberia. New York; 2011. heep://www.unhcr.org/refworld/
publishe AMNESTY,,LBR,4dce155250,0.html.

. Integrated Regional Information Networks. “Liberia: Go to School or Go to Jail.”

IRINnews.org [online] September 21, 2007 [cited December 20, 2012]; htp://
www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?Reportld=74422.

The Analyst. “Fan Milk Management Confirms Child Labour.” Monrovia,
February 3, 2012. heep://www.analystliberia.com/.

The Informer. “Liberia: No Selling, No Eating.” Monrovia, July 9, 2012. http://
allafrica.com/stories/201207111287.html?viewall=1.

U.S. Embassy- Monrovia official. E-mail communication to USDOL official.
March 13, 2012.

International Labour Office. Children in hazardous work: What we know, what we
need to do. Geneva, International Labour Organization; 2011. http://www.ilo.org/
wemsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/
wems_155428.pdf. While country-specific information on the dangers children
face in domestic work is not available, research studies and other reports

have documented the dangerous nature of tasks in domestic work and their
accompanying occupational exposures, injuries and potential health consequences
to children working in the sector.

International Labour Office. Domestic Labour, International Labour
Organization, [online] [cited October 26, 2012]; http://www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/
Childdomesticlabour/lang--en/index.htm.

The Guardian. “Cote d’Ivoire recruits child soldiers from Liberia.” London, June
11 2012. http://mg.co.za/article/2012-06-11-cote-divoire-child-soldiers.
Human Rights Watch. “Liberia: Ivorian Government Foes Wage, Plot Attacks.”
hrw.org/news [online] June 6, 2012 [cited November 7, 2012]; htep://www.hrw.
org/print/news/2012/06/06/liberia-ivorian-government-foes-wage-plot-attacks.
U.S. Department of State. “Liberia,” in Trafficking in Persons Report-

2010. Washington, DC; June 14, 2011; http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/
tiprpt/2010/142760.hem.

UNICEE. News note: Liberia launches its situational analysis report on human
trafficking. Monrovia; March 1, 2010. hetp://www.unicef.org/media/
media_52882.html?q=printme.

ILO Committee of Experts. Individual Direct Request concerning Worst Forms

of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) Liberia (ratification: 2003)
Submitted: 2011; accessed November 9, 2011; heep://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/
en/f2p=1000:20010:0:NO:::.

UNICEE. The Country Programme Action Plan 2008 — 2012 between the
Government of Liberia and the United Nations Children’s Fund Monrovia; 2008.
http://www.unicef.org/wcaro/ WCARO_Pub_Liberia_ CPAP08-12.pdf.

U.S. Embassy- Monrovia official. E-mail communication to USDOL official.
March 11, 2011.

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. Consideration of Reporss Submitted by
States Parties under Article 44 of the Convention: Concluding Observations: Liberia.
Geneva; September 24, 2012. Report No. CRC/C/LBR/CO/2-4. http://www.
crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=29551&flag=legal.

Heritage. “Liberia: Laureate Gbowee Opens Up On ‘Sexual Exploitation,

Abuse of Girls' Here.” Monrovia, April 10, 2012. http://allafrica.com/
stories/201204100376.html?viewall=1.

‘The New Dawn. “Liberia: Sexual Exploitations Not Only in Schools, Laymah.”
Monrovia, April 11, 2012. http://allafrica.com/stories/201204111096.html.
Government of Liberia. Labor Law 1956. http:/lwww.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/
natlex_browse.details?p_lang=en&p_country=LBR&p_classification=01.02&p_
origin=COUNTRY&p_sortby=SORTBY_COUNTRY.

36.
37.
38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.
54.
55.
56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

U.S. Embassy- Monrovia. reporting, June 18, 2012.

Government of Liberia. Children’s Law. Monrovia; October 13, 2012.

U.S. Embassy- Monrovia official. E-mail communication to USDOL official. May
24,2013.

The New Dawn. “Liberia: Defaults in Labor Law, Decent Work Bill.” Monrovia,
May 23, 2013. http://allafrica.com/stories/201305230829.html.

Government of Liberia. Constitution of the Republic of Liberia, enacted January 6,
1986. htep://www.tlcafrica.com/constitution-1986.htm#chapter3.

Government of Liberia. An Act to Ban Trafficking in Persons within the Republic

of Liberia, enacted 2005. https://www.unodc.org/tldb/showDocument.
do?documentUid=7975&node=docs&cmd=add&ccountry=LIR.

Government of Liberia. An Act to Amend the New Penal Code Chapter 14 Sections
14.70 and 14.71 and 1o Provide for Gang Rape, enacted December 29, 2005.
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/44868¢674.html.

U.S. Embassy- Monrovia official. E-mail communication to USDOL official. June
27,2011.

Child Soldiers International. “Appendix II: Data Summary on Recruitment Ages
of National Armies,” in Louder Than Words: An Agenda for Action to End State Use
of Child Soldiers. London; 2012; http://www.child-soldiers.org/user_uploads/pdf/
appendix2datasummarytableonrecruitmentagesofnationalarmies9687452.pdf.
Internal Displacement Monitoring Center. Kampala Convention 2012: Whos

in?; N.D. http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/
(hetpInfoFiles)/979113CFF0292E97C1257ACB006315D4/$file/ map-au-signed-
ratified-countries-with-numbers.pdf.

African Union. Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced
Persons in Africa. Kampala; October 22, 2009. http://www.africa-union.org/root/
au/Conferences/2009/october/pa/summit/doc/Convention%200n%201DPs%20
(Eng)%20-%20Final.doc.

Government of Liberia. Ministry of Labour; National Commission on Child Labour
(NACOMAL); Plan of Action 2007-2016. Monrovia; 2007.

IOM. “Major Step Forward in Countering Human Trafficking in Liberia.” iom.
int [online] September 22, 2009 [cited December 20, 2012]; heep://www.iom.int/
jahia/Jahia/media/press-briefing-notes/pbnAF/cache/offonce?entryld=26321.
Heritage. “Liberia: Gov't Speaks On Crackdown of Prostitutes, Others.”
Monrovia, May 25, 2012. http://allafrica.com/stories/201205151342.html.

New Democrat. “Liberia: Prostitutes Roundup Continues.” Monrovia, May 23,
2012. htep://allafrica.com/stories/201205230808.html.

The New Dawn. “Liberia: Ellen Recruits Sex Workers.” Monrovia, May 22, 2012.
http://allafrica.com/stories/201205220165.heml.

ILO Committee of Experts. Individual Direct Request concerning Worst Forms

of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) Liberia (ratification: 2003)
Published: 2012; accessed November 7, 2012; hetp://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/
en/f2p=1000:20010:0::NO:::.

UNODC. Liberia commits for the West Africa Coast Initiative (WACI). Vienna;
2012. http://www.unodc.org/westandcentralafrica/en/wsliberia2010.heml.

U.S. Embassy- Monrovia. reporting, February I, 2010.

U.S. Embassy- Monrovia. reporting, February 17, 2012.

Human Rights Watch. “Liberia,” in Submission for the 9th UPR session. New York;
April 12, 2010; htep://www.hrw.org.

New Democrat. “Liberia: A Covenant Against Illicit Diamond, Drugs Trafficking
Reached.” Monrovia, May 15, 2012. http://allafrica.com/stories/201205151342.
heml.

UN Development Group. UN Development Assistance Framework

for Liberia 2008-2012: Consolidating Peace and National Recovery for

Sustainable Development. New York; May 2007. http://www.undg.org/unct.
cfm?module=CoordinationProfile&page=Country&CountryID=LIR.

IME Government of Liberia. Poverty Reduction Strategy. Washington, DC,
International Monetary Fund; July 2008. http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/
scr/2008/cr08219.pdf.

Government of Liberia. Social Welfare Policy. Monrovia; 2009. heep://
liberiamohsw.org/Policies&Plan.html.

Government of Liberia. Employment Policy. Monrovia; 2009. http://www.ilo.org/
emppolicy/pubs/ WCMS_143264/lang--en/index.htm.

2012 FINDINGS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR -

7




L

iberia

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

Government of Liberia. A National Youth Policy for Liberia: A Framework for
Setting Priorities and Executing Action,. previously online. Monrovia; December
2005. htep://www.flyliberia.org/Youth%20Policy%20-%20Final %20Doc%2006.
doc.

Gary Walker, Jane Wood, Eric Allemano. “Liberia Youth Fragility Assessment.”
USAID, (April 2009); http://www.usaid.gov.

Ministry of Agriculture. Liberia Rubber Industry Master Plan 2010-2040.
Monrovia, Sustainable Tree Crops Program, International Institute of Tropical
Agriculture and USAID; December 3, 2009.

Government of Liberia. Resestlement Policy Framework. Monrovia;

April 2011. http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/
main?pagePK=641930278&piPK=64187937 & theSitePK=523679& menuPK=
64187510&searchMenuPK=641875118&entitylD=000333037_2011040102444
1&cid=3001_2.

Ministry of Education. National Education Sector HIV & AIDS Strategic Plan
2010-2014. Monrovia; February 2009. http://www.ilo.org/aids/legislation/
WCMS_151221/lang--en/index.htm.

AllAfrica.com. “Liberia: President Sirleaf Endorses ‘New Deal’ as Effective
Means for Aid Delivery to Fragile and Conflict-Affected States.” allafrica.com
[online] September 28, 2012 [cited January 14, 2013]; http://allafrica.com/
stories/201209281553.html?viewall=1.

The Analyst. “Liberia Will Not Be Depend on Foreign Aid in Ten Years

Pres. Sitleaf Vows.” Monrovia, October 2, 2012. http://allafrica.com/
stories/201210020996.html?viewall=1.

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. Written Replies to List of Issues:
Liberia. Prepared by the Government of Liberia, Consideration of Reports of
States Parties. September 5, 2012. htep://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/
GEN/G12/456/90/PDF/G1245690.pdf:OpenElement.

Agence France Presse. “Liberian Children to be Protected by New Law: Sirleaf.”
afp.com [online] February 6, 2012 [cited November 7, 2012]; htep://allafrica.
com/stories/201202070702.heml.

AllAfrica.com. “Liberia: “This Budget Is Intended to Work for the Liberian
People,’ President Sirleaf Says As She Signs Record U.S.$672 Million National
Budget for FY2012/2013.” allafrica.com [online] September 5, 2012 [cited
January 14, 2013]; http://allafrica.com/stories/201209060346.html?viewall=1.
Heritage. “Liberia: GOL Earmarks U.S.$20 Million for Youth Development.”
Monrovia, June 4, 2012. http://allafrica.com/stories/201206041047.
html?viewall=1.

Government of Liberia. Liberia Agriculture Investment Program Report. Monrovia;
2010.

USDOL. Actions to Reduce Child Labor. Technical Cooperation Project Summary.
Washington, DC; 2012. http://www.dol.gov/ilab/map/countries/map-cont.htm.
U.S. Department of Labor. Technical Cooperation Summary - Research on Forced
Labor in the Production of Goods in Selected Countries: A Verite Multi-Stakeholder
Initiative. Project Summary. Washington, DC; 2012. http://www.dol.gov/ilab/
map/countries/liberia.htm.

U.S. Department of Labor. Eliminating the Worst Forms of Child Labor in West
Africa by Strengthening Sub-Regional Cooperation through ECOWAS. Technical
Cooperation Project Summary. Washington, DC; 2012. http://www.dol.gov/ilab/
projects/sub-saharan_africa/ WestAfr_ECOWAS.htm.

U.S. Department of Labor. Eliminating the Worst Forms of Child Labor in West
Africa by Strengthening Sub-Regional Cooperation through ECOWAS-II. Technical
Cooperation Project Summary. Washington, DC; 2012. http://www.dol.gov/ilab/
map/countries/ghana.htm.

U.S. Department of Labor. Enhancing National Capacity in Child Labor Data
Collection, Analysis and Dissemination through Technical Assistance to Surveys,
Research and Training. Technical Cooperation Project Summary. Washington, DC;
2012. http://www.dol.gov/ilab/map/countries/global.htm.

ILO-IPEC. Global Action Program on Child Labor Issues. Technical Progress
Report. Geneva; April 2013.

The Inquirer. “Liberia: Save the Children Targets ‘Out of School Street Girls'.”
Monrovia, September 17, 2012. htep://allafrica.com/stories/201209171151.html.
Heritage. “Liberia: U.S.$2.7 Million Loan Guarantee for Petit Traders, Others
Insight.” Monrovia, March 1, 2012. http://allafrica.com/stories/201203010946.
html.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

‘The News. “Liberia: Germany to Expand Bilateral Technical Assistance to Liberia.”
Monrovia, October 19, 2012. http://allafrica.com/stories/201210190936.html.
UNODC. West and Central Aftica: Liberia. Vienna; 2012. http://www.unodc.org/
westandcentralafrica/en/liberia.html.

Africa News. “MOL Prepares for Decent Work Bill -Trains Labour
Commissioners.” allafrica.com [online] June 1, 2011 [cited December 20, 2012];
htep://allafrica.com/stories/201106030566.html.

UNICEE News note: European Union grants 2.4 million Euros to UNICEF in
support of the Social Cash Transfer Programme in Liberia. New York; November 17,
2011. htep://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/media_60615.html.

USAID. Liberia. previously online. Washington, DC; 2012. http://www.usaid.
gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/the_funds/dcof/strive_liberia.html.
World Bank. Restructuring Paper on a Proposed Project Restructuring of Fast

Track Initiative Grant for Basic Education Project Grant. Washington, DC;
September 1, 2010. http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/
main?pagePK=641878358&piPK=64187936&theSitePK=523679&siteName=
WDS&menuPK=641872838&callBack=&projectld=P1176628&siteName=8
menuPK=2864497&¢callBack=.

World Bank. fmplementation Status & Results: Fast Track Initiative

Grant for Basic Education. previously online. Washington, DC;

March 12, 2011. http://web.worldbank.org/external/projects/
main?menuPK=51447259&pagePK=51351007&piPK=64675967 & theSite
PK=409418&menuPK=641875108&searchMenuPK=51351202&¢theSite
PK=40941&entity]D=0000A8056_20110326200231898&searchMenuPK=
51351202&theSitePK=40941.

“Sahbu Officials Working In Liberia to Provide Children with Educational
Scholarships “ prweb.com [online] October 18, 2012 [cited December 19, 2012];
http:/fwww.prweb.com/releases/2012/10/prweb10026497.hem.

World Bank. fmplementation Status & Results: Youth, Employment, Skills Project.
Washington, DC; June 30, 2011. http://web.worldbank.org/external/projects/
main?menuPK=514472598&pagePK=51351007&piPK=64675967 & theSitePK=
409418&menuPK=641875108&searchMenuPK=51351219&theSitePK=40941
&entitylD=0000A8056_20110713044332588&searchMenuPK=51351219&
theSitePK=40941.

World Cocoa Foundation. Sustinable Tree Crops Program- Liberia, n.d. [cited
March 12, 2012]; hetp://www.worldcocoafoundation.org.

Global News Network. “LIBERIA: IFAD and GOL Sign US$24.9 Million
Agreement to Improve Food Security in Rural Communities  February 10, 2012
[cited January 7, 2012]; http://www.gnnliberia.com/index.php?option=com_cont
ent&view=article&id=3047:liberia-ifad-and-gol-sign-us249-million-agreement-to-
improve-food-security-in-rural-communities&ccatid=34:politics&Itemid=54.
Heritage. “Liberia, World Bank Sign $15 Million Agreement to

Boost Agriculture.” Monrovia, July 19, 2012. htep://allafrica.com/
stories/201207190785.html.

AllAfrica.com. “Liberia: U.S.$8.5 Million Agreement Signed.” allafrica.com
[online] December 14, 2012 [cited December 20, 2012]; htep://allafrica.com/
stories/201212141013.html.

Front Page Africa. “U.S. Amb. Outlines Progress of U.S.-Sponsored

Programs to End Hunger in Liberia “ Monrovia, October 2,

2012. htp://frontpageafricaonline.com/index.php2option=com_
content&view=article&id=4329:us-ambassador-outlines-progress-of-
us-sponsored-programs-to-end-hunger-in-liberia&catid=76:special-
letter&Itemid=112.

Human Rights Education Associations. “Number of Ivorian refugees in Liberia
tops 22,000.” hrea.org [online] January 5, 2011 [cited December 20, 2012];
http://hrea.org/wv/index.php?base_id=116&list_id=118&language_id=18&msg_
id=19161.

Human Rights Education Associations. “UNHCR building refugee camp

in Liberia for initial 18,000 Ivorians.” hrea.org [online] January 12, 2011

[cited December 20, 2012]; http://hrea.org/wv/index.php?base_id=1168&list_
id=11&language_id=18msg_id=19245.

UN News Center. “UN humanitarian chief urges world to help Liberia bear
Ivorian refugee crisis.” un.org [online] April 2, 2011 [cited December 20, 2012];
hetp://www.un.org/News/.

n UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR'S BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL LABOR AFFAIRS



L

beria

99. The New Dawn. “Liberia: Over 900 Refugees Return Home.” Monrovia, August
1, 2012. http://allafrica.com/stories/201208020662.html?viewall=1.

100. UN Security Council. Tiwenty-fourth Progress Report of the Secretary-General on
the United Nations Mission in Liberia New York; August 15, 2012. Report No.
§/2012/641. http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/505323b22.html.

101. World Bank. Zmplementation Completion and Results Report: Emergency
Food Support for Vulnerable Women and Children. Washington,

DC; June 29, 2011. htep://web.worldbank.org/external/projects/
main?menuPK=51447259&pagePK=51351007&piPK=64675967 & theSitePK=
40941&menuPK=641875108&searchMenuPK=513512028&¢theSitePK=40941
&entity]D=000333037_20110922001934&searchMenuPK=51351202&the
SitePK=40941.

102. U.S. Embassy- Monrovia. reporting, June 29, 2012.

103. Human Rights Watch. Liberia Takes Action on Cross-Border Attacks into Cote
d’Ivoire January 3, 2013. hetp://www.hrw.org/news/2013/01/03/liberia-takes-
action-cross-border-attacks-cote-d-ivoire.

104. The New Dawn. “Liberia: Gov't Closes Border With Ivory Coast.” Monrovia, June
11, 2012. hetp://allafrica.com/stories/201206110644.html.

2012 FINDINGS ON THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOR n




